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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dianne Bradfield, Co-President

“WELL-BEHAVED WOMEN....RARELY
MAKE HISTORY”

The quote above has been seen recently on greeting
cards, tee shirts, and coffee mugs. In looking at our
Long Beach Branch of University Women, history
has certainly been made! I recently had the pleasure
of asking our past presidents about significant events
in their lives. You may be surprised at some of their
responses!

Did you know that one of our past presidents
recently went over the highest bridge in the world?
This was le Viaduc de Millau, in France. Another
one of our past presidents has made 28 trips to
Sacramento in the past 8 years, as chair for a state
committee for CRTA. While attending various
conventions for the association, a past president met
Maya Angelou in Minneapolis and attended church at
the National Cathedral with Sandra Day O’Connor.
Yet another past president shook President
Kennedy’s hand while working for the federal
government as a college student. One of our past
presidents was honored by the mayor of Anaheim at
Angels Stadium during the 1979 U.N. Year of the
Child celebration. Another active past-president has
climbed, skied, ridden bikes, and backpacked. She
also braved the day after Thanksgiving and went
shopping with her 5 daughters and granddaughter!
One of our past presidents took a year to sail around
the world on a freighter. Another sang the "Faure
Requium" at Carnegie Hall under the direction of
composer John Rutter. The highlight of another past
president was completing the Connie Inskeep Branch
Research and Project Endowment.

Aren’t you just a little curious about this
distinguished list of “Who’s Who?” You can meet
these amazing women and others as we honor the
past presidents of our Long Beach Branch at our
March 5" luncheon at the Petroleum Club. We look
forward to seeing you there!

MARCH PROGRAM

Darlene Daclan, Program VP

The Select Sorority — A “Herstory” Lesson of
America’s First Ladies

In celebration of the AAUW Long Beach Branch’s
Past Presidents, the March Program features The
Select Sorority, entertaining portrayals of America’s
First Ladies by the Palos Verdes Peninsula Readers
Theater. Written by AAUW Palos Verdes Peninsula
branch members Jacqueline Mason and Pam
Gershkoff, the lives and experiences of the First
Ladies are brought to life and illustrate the
development of education for women.

The portrayals to be performed at the March Branch
meeting are a selection of First Ladies from the Civil
War to Suffrage. We will see the model of morality
in Lucy Hayes, wife of President Rutherford B.
Hayes. The first First Lady married in the White
House, Frances Cleveland, wife of President Grover
Cleveland, and Helen Taft, an accomplished,
independent First Lady and wife of President William
Taft, will also be depicted. Edith Wilson, wife of
President Woodrow Wilson and the First Lady in the
White House when the 19" Amendment was ratified,
will be portrayed as well. These women have a
unique bond and through the First Ladies we will see
the ever-changing status of women in America.

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN
MISSION STATEMENT
AAUW promotes equity for all women and girls, lifelong education, and positive societal change.
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BOARD BRIEFS

Barbara Gleason and Julie Mills, Co-Secretaries

Re%ular business was conducted at the January
17" Board of Directors Meeting.

Helen Sebring moved that the International
Dinner be held on Wednesday May 11, 2005
with the proceeds to go to the Virginia
Gildersleeve International Fund.  Motion
seconded and passed.

Announcements:

AAUW State Convention: Apr 22-24, 2005 in
Riverside

Association Convention: June 24-27, 2005 in
Washington D.C.

COURTESY
Mary Orr, Courtesy Chair

We were saddened to learn of the death of
Andrew Koopman, the brother of Dr. Florence

Wilson. A condolence card was sent on our
behalf.

Beware the Ides of March!!

Birthday greetings to all March honorees.

George Jackson, Webmaster

Please note the following email address updates
that should be made in your 2004-2005
Yearbook:

Helen Sebring: hnfsebring@yahoo.com

Janet Kreuger: jandkkrueger44(@earthlink.net

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION

Joan Gustafson, Orientation

A new member orientation will be held March 7
at 7 p.m. at 221 Bennett Avenue. All new
members and any other interested members are
invited.

Please RSVP to Joan Gustafson at (562) 439-
3130 or e-mail: jwg221@aol.com.

THE ETHEL BLACK AND IRENE

HOLMES FUND
Jean Aldrich, Budget Chair

The Budget Committee needs your suggestions
for dividing the interest earned this year from the
Ethel Black and Irene Holmes Fund. In years
past, we have allocated money to Tech Trek, the
Mentoring Program, special projects, the Math
and Science Conference, or the Convention
Fund.

Please send your suggestions to me by May 1,
2005. All ideas will be considered and voted on
by the membership at the June Branch meeting.

AAUW-LONG BEACH WEBSITE: http://www.aauw-longbeach.org
Webmaster: George Jackson — email him at gl_jackson@hotmail.com
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Helen Sebring, International Relations

Get ready, great decision thinkers. Thirty books have been ordered. They will arrive by early February.
Then we will give books to the morning, afternoon and evening group leaders (just a temporary job as
callers to find the first meeting spot and date). Some of you still need to mail your check to Helen
Sebring, made out in her name, 1705 Bolsa St., Seal Beach, 90740, or give it to the leader before you pick
up your book. It seems to be a very interesting year ahead with topics such as China, Water, Russia,
Middle East, Rich and Poor Nations, etc. Have fun. Share ideas. Make friends. Remember, someone
will call you about the first time to meet.

Also, get ready for another great International dinner about China on May 10, place to be announced later.
Get the date on your calendar now. It is always a great evening.

PUBLIC POLICY
Betty Ann Rauch — Public Policy Director

The Public Policy Committee of AAUW-CA will meet in mid-March to select the bills that will be
supported or opposed during the first year of the 2005-06 Legislative Session. All bills must be submitted
by February 28 for the 2005 session. In the mean time, there are a number of urgent matters facing the
current session of Congress. I urge you to go www.AAUW.org and click on Issue Advocacy. You will
find information on issues on which AAUW has taken a position. You can express your support for
AAUW?’s position by clicking on “Two-Minute Activist” and choosing the issue or issues on which you
wish to express your concerns. (Remember that you may not list your affiliation with AAUW if you are
taking a position contrary to that taken by AAUW.) Some of the issues listed on the Two-Minute Activist
site are: Social Security, Data Collection on Women in the Workforce, Federal Judicial Nominations, A
Woman’s Right to Reproductive Healthcare, Fair Pay, Title X, and more.

The Long Beach Public Policy Committee recently sent letters to Senators Boxer and Feinstein, and
Representatives Sanchez, Millender-McDonald, Royce and Rohrbacher expressing our opposition to
privatizing any part of Social Security. If you are interested in joining the Long Beach Public Policy
Committee please contact me at (562)431-6679 of barauch@att.net. Bring your interests and concerns.

JUST THE FACTS, SIR: AAUW RESPONDS TO HARVARD PRESIDENT

source: www.aauw.org

When Harvard University President Lawrence Summers suggested the shortage of elite female scientists
might stem from innate genetic differences between men and women, AAUW immediately reacted. Read
AAUW? s response, including a letter from the presidents to 7he New York Times, get talking points and
tips for discussing this issue in your community; download a letter on the topic you can customize and use
with your local media; and learn more about related issues (at www.aauw.org). Watch for AAUW’s
additional responses to the controversy and aggressive outreach to Harvard in the upcoming weeks.
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elatively cheap: slightly more than §1
ser person pet year, or less.money than a
iingle bus ride in New Yotk City. In
2002, citizens of Germany paid closer to
$1.50 while Japan and Luxembourg pay
loser to $2 per person. UN budget con-
:ributions are calculated according to
sach state’s share of the global economy
ind then adjusted for factors such as per
capita income and external debt. Since
the US controls 34 percent of the global
sconomy, it might be expected to pay
34 percent of the UN’s budget.
However, the US now has a set cap on
its contributions—22 percent.

The US does contribute a greater per-
centage of funds for peacekeeping (26.7
petcent) than other member states. But
this is still well below the US share of
world GDP. As for manpower, as of
October 2004, there were only 365 US
peacekeepers—that’s less than one per-
cent of the total force; of these, only
12—or 3.3 percent—were soldiers instead
of civilian police or military observers.
Compare this to the US military, which
at the end of August 2004, had 1.47
million active duty personnel. The bulk
of peacekeeping soldiers ate contributed
by developing countries like Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Nigeria, Ghana and India.

MYTH: United States-United
Nations relations are at an all-

Standing tall:
The UN
Secretariat
building from
- - the view-of
the General
Assembly Hall
dome in New
York City .

fight against HIV/AIDS and combating
trafficking in persons. Even with linger-
ing scars from the lead-up to the war in
Iraq, the wotld has witnessed far worse
times. In the 1950s, for example, both a
federal grand jury and a US senator held
hearings that questioned the loyalty of
US citizens employed by the United
Nations. The Cold War put the UN in
the middle of an East-West rivalry.
During the 1990s, many members of
Congress who ridiculed the ideals and
abilities of the UN successfully blocked
“payment of a large portion of

. President Bush UN dues, spinning the UN
time low. looks onas into a fiscal crisis. In recent
REALITY: The past two years Secretary- years, however, the US has

General Annan

have undoubtedly been tumul- speaks to heads

tuous for US-UN telations, but of state and
the US and UN have ultimately government at
come together on issues includ- an honorary
ing Iraq’s political transition, the luncheon In

: ' ’ September.

begun to pay back its arrears
and US and UN agendas have
slowly converged. The UN
routinely sponsors free trade
and democratic initiatives
around the world, promotes
human rights and works to
crack down on terrorism.
Furthermore, polls show that
most Americans support the
wortld body.

MYTH: The United Nations
promotes abortion.

REALITY: The UN supports
reproductive health, improved
prenatal care, reduced infant

and maternal mortality and
healthy families. The world

body follows the Programme of
Action adopted by member states
at the 1994 International
Conference on Population and
Development which states that
“in no case should abortion be
promoted as a method of family
planning.” UNFPA, the UN
Population Fund, deals with pop-
ulation issues in developing
countries by providing family
planning packages, HIV/AIDS
prevention services and assistance
to women suffering from the
complications of unsafe abortions
(see On the Frontline, page 19). Since
1960, child mortality rates in
developing countries have been
halved, increasing life expectancy
from 37 to 67 years, thanks to
UNFPA. Neither UNFPA nor the UN
raise funds for or promote abortion.

- MYTH: The average United States

citizen reaps no real benefits from the
United Nations.

REALITY: It often seems like the UN is
a remote institution, concerned with
distant countries and vague issues. But
in reality, the UN has a profound
impact on the daily lives of every
American citizen. Did you know, for
example, that when you get up in the
morning, you know your milk is safe to
drink because the UN’s Food and
Agriculture Organization and the
WHO have set its expiration date? Or
that your letters and phone calls from
abroad are able to reach you thanks to
the UN’s Universal Postal Union and
International Telecommunications
Union? Furthermore, every supermas-
ket, department store and business ben-
efits from the technical standards,
telecommunications, maritime transport
and international cooperation developed
and monitored by UN agencies.

—Compiled by Consuelo Remmert, Meredith
Riley and Liz Shryock, UNA-USA interns.

For additional myths and realities about the
United Nations, visit The InterDependent
online at www.theinterdependent.org or
WWW.UNausa.org.
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EDUCATION FOUNDATION TECH TREK

EXTOLLING, EVOKING, EMOTING -EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
By Jere Millington and Barbara Cottrell

"Well behaved women ---rarely make history"

During its  century of  work, the AAUW  Educational = Foundation has  been
supported by the generosity of AAUW members. A charitable foundation, it has given
awards of more than $3.5 million to 287 women in pursuit of advanced education.

Carried out with consistency and determination for more than a century, the Foundation has encouraged
women to take on new roles, contributed to equal opportunity in education, and has helped change the face of
our society.

We'll be selling AAUW t-shirts at the next meetings. If you don't have one - what an opportunity! T-shirts
sell for $19.05, of which $10.37 is tax deductible!

Bunco night - again - what fun! Thanks for participating!

We're planning a "Ruby's" night in early March. We'll get part of our AAUW spendings for the night - plus - a
great meal! More info to come!

Do you have any "Dime a Day" containers? (with dimes!) We'd appreciate your bringing them to the March
meeting so we can get busy rolling!

You all have been so supportive --you all are most appreciated! Many thanks!

DIVERSITY

Jean Friedrichs, Diversity Chair

Since the mid-1980’s, AAUW has accepted male members into our organization. Not too many have joined
and participated in our local chapters. I think that our name might be the reason, because most men support
our goals for women and girls.

George Jackson is our lone male member right now and we are delighted he decided to become active. He is
our Web Master/Database Administrator and does a great job. Our Branch information is current, and you
can even read “The Vantage” on line.

George is a soft-spoken southerner from Georgia where he obtained his BS degree in Industrial Engineering
from Georgia Tech. He E-mailed me that “When life changes provided him with the opportunity to rekindle
an old friendship (with fellow AAUW member Daphne Ching), he moved to Long Beach where they married
and now live with a three-legged dog, Pogo.”

He recently started his own business as a biofeedback therapist. He uses an advanced form of biofeedback to
help clients reduce stress and thus build their immunity, which helps the body heal itself. Ask him more about
this interesting field. He likes to help others whenever he can and is a big asset to our Branch.
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INTEREST GROUPS

AAUW — LOS ANGELES DISTRICT NEWS

INTEREST GROUPS

Antiques and Collectibles Meeting times TBA Barbara Gleason 421-2206
Book Chat Plus* 4™ Monday 1:30 — 3:30 p.m. Jean Friedrichs 598-9218
Golf at Bixby Every Wednesday 8:30 a.m. Jean Friedrichs 598-9218
Great Books 1* Monday 1-3pm. Linda Patten 402-6831
Other Wednesday Bridge* 1%, 3" Wednesday 12—4p.m. Emily Elgin 498-4646

Marlys Pfrimmer 598-4161
Friday Bridge Every Friday 9:30 a.m. — noon Cathy Cunningham 424-3166
Wall Street Watchers™ 1* Thursday 1-3pm. Dorothy Anderson 597-7645
Day Gourmet Meeting times TBA 533-0941
Film Fans Meeting times TBA Carol Waechter 598-3850

Meeting times and contact persons TBA for the following interest groups:

Saturday Bridge
*Meets at Branch Headquarters @ 525 East 7™ Street, Long Beach 90813
AAUW BRANCH MEETING RESERVATION RETURN:
Saturday, March 5, 2005 Send your registration and check payable to AAUW, Long
Petroleum Club Beach Branch. Please mail to: Flo Pickett, 2919 Studebaker,
. Long Beach, CA 90815
3636 Linden Avenue DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS:
Long Beach, CA 90807 Saturday, February 26, 2005

(562) 427-7966

Networking: 9:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m..
Business Meeting: 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Program: 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Lunch: 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Menu: Club's Relish Style Salad and Creamy Ranch

Dressing

Chicken Ballontine (baked boneless breast
stuffed with seasoned rice, with fresh mashed
potatoes and vegetable)

Warm Rolls

Coffee

Creme de Menthe Sundae

Cost: $24

JoAnn Kuroda (562) 429-6923

Member(s)

Phone (Day) Evening

Guest(s)

Address(s)

Phone

No. of Reservations Amount Enclosed

I would like to make reservation(s) for the meeting
and program only.

Vegetarian Meal preferred

IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT: AAUW Vantage (USPS 361-850) is published monthly except in July and September by the Long Beach
Branch of the American Association of University Women (AAUW), 525 E. 7™ Street #117, Long Beach 90813. Periodical postage paid at
Long Beach, CA. Postmaster send address changes for AAUW Vantage to 525 E. 7 Street, #117, Long Beach, CA 90813.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5
Golf @ Bixby Wall Street Friday Bridge BRANCH
8:30 a.m. Watchers 9:30 a.m. — noon MEETING
Other Wed 1-3 p.m.
Bridge
12-4 p.m.
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Great Books Golf @ Bixby Friday Bridge
1-3 p.m. 8:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. — noon
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Golf @ Bixby Friday Bridge
8:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. — noon
Other Wed
Bridge
12-4 p.m.
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
BOARD OF Golf @ Bixby Friday Bridge
DIRECTORS 8:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. — noon
MEETING
27 28 29 30 31
LACIC Golf @ Bixby
MEETING 8:30 a.m.
Book Chat Plus
1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Editor, Lisa Monteiro, 1731 Martina Ave., Torrance, CA 90501 (562) 243-8165 Imonteiro@octa.net
AAUW Long Beach Branch
525 E. 7" Street, #117
Long Beach, CA 90813
Periodicals
U.S. Postage
PAID
Long Beach
UPS 361-850

A A U W
VANTAGE

TURIVERSITY
WoMEN

ASSOCIATION OF

In principle and practice, AAUW values
and seeks a diverse membership. There
shall be no barriers to full participation in
this organization on the basis of gender,
race, creed, age, sexual orientation,

national origin, or disability.




