
   

AAUW‐Long Beach 
VANTAGE  

 

Mary Lamo and  Valerie Little 

Program  Co‐Vice‐Presidents  

 STEM Grows and Opportunities Blossom 
            Saturday,  January  9, 2016 

AAUWʹs Mission Statement: AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy,  

education, philanthropy and research. 

AAUWʹs Value Promise:  By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks through  

educational and economic barriers so that all women and girls have a fair chance. 

 Lee Ann Kline is the president and founder of STEM Advantage. A nonprofit organiza-
tion that works to identify promising female college students majoring in science, technology, 
engineering, and math (STEM). Specifically, in underrepresented populations in order to pro-
vide opportunities through paid internships, one-on-one mentoring, and a full scholarship for 
tuition, fees and textbooks. STEM Advantage is based in Coto De Caza, CA. 

 In an effort to focus on underrepresented communities, STEM 
Advantage seeks to support and inspire a population of students who 
may have not considered a career in a STEM field.  STEM Advantage 
was a nominee for the 2015 Los Angeles Business Journal Nonprofit & 
Corporate Citizenship Award. 
 Ms. Kline is an assistant director in the Learning and Develop-
ment division of EY (formerly known as Ernst & Young), one of the 
largest professional services firms in the world. Her career began at 
IBM where her roles included systems programmer, business plans 
and controls, systems engineer, worldwide industry solutions execu-

tive, thought leadership and strategy consultant. She  has an M.B.A. from the Wharton 
School of the University of Pennsylvania, and a B.S. in mathematics and computer science 
from Juniata College. She is certified as a Project Management Professional (PMP) and in 
Lean Six Sigma. 

Ms. Kline will be speaking on the topic of STEM education and its relevance to the AAUW 

Tech Trek program at the AAUW Branch meeting on Saturday, January 9, 2016 at the Old 
Ranch Country Club. A continental breakfast will be served at 9:00 a.m., followed by the  
program at 10:00 a.m., and the business meeting which will start at 11:00 a.m.  We look for-
ward to seeing you in the New Year. 
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2  Branch News 

Courtesy             
Best wishes to  
JANUARY  birthdays!   
 
 
Member Julie Taboada has been chosen as  

Rick Racker Woman of the Year 2015-2016. 

In addition to AAUW, Julie is currently President of 

the Center Guild of AbilityFirst, LB.   

She also is involved with Long Beach Day Nursery, 

Central CHA, and Jewels of the Night at 

CSULB.  She will be honored at a luncheon on  

February 5. 

 
“No one can go back in me  and make a 
brand new beginning, but anyone can start 
from now and make a brand new ending.” 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS—All meetings will be held on the third Monday  
of the month, social time at 6:30pm with meeting at 7:00pm. All meetings will be at the 
Unitarian Universalist Church at Atherton and Bellflower Blvd. Room 2.  
Dates: February 15— April 18. (*second Monday) 

FULL BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS—All meetings will be held on the third Mon-
day of the month, social time 6:30pm with meeting at 7:00pm. Meetings will be at the Unitarian Univer-
salist church, Room 2.  Dates: January 18—March 21 – May 16 

CALENDAR EVENTS  
All meetings are the first Saturdays, except in January and 
May (changed to avoid holidays).  All speaker-with-business 
meetings will be held Saturday mornings at the Old Ranch 
Country Club in Seal Beach – 9am to noon.  

January 9  - February 6 – March 5 – April 2—May 14 * – 
 June 4 

* The May Garden Party, held in the afternoon, will be at  a 
private home 

AAUW‐LONG BEACH website: 

http://longbeach-ca.aauw.net/ 

 

AAWU email address: 

AAUWLongBeach@gmail.com 

Weʹre on Facebook!                    
https://www.facebook.com/aauwlongbeachca 
 
Follow AAUW on        … and now on Linked In! 

Has any of your contact information changed? Phone? Email? Address? Help us to keep you informed 
in a timely manner. Send your changes to Database Coordinator George Jackson,  
at georgeljackson@gmail.com or call 562-377-1670.   
 
Send any Branch news or Courtesy items to Editor: Rebecca Low     rlow1@hotmail.com 

Members of the Nominating Committee were elected at the November 7, branch meeting:  
JoAnn Kuroda, Chair, Alex Bellinger, Margaret Huebner, Anne Ingalls, Mary Lamo, Lois Ledger,  
Denise Montoya and Anne Supple. 
We need your help.  We will be nominating members for the following elected positions in our branch:  
President Elect/Vice President, Program Vice President, Membership Vice President, AAUW Fund 

Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary.  We are sure that there are members who would do an outstanding job 
in any of the positions listed above — we don't want you to be shy.  If you have an interest in one of the positions 
or know someone who would do a great job send your suggestions to anyone on the Nominating Committee. 



3  President’s Message 
Frances Rozner – President 

Can you believe that 2016 is just around the corner?   And what a year we have ahead! 
 First of all, welcome to all of our many new members – we are delighted to have you join us 
in advancing equity for women and girls.  We are 
fortunate to have had Lamis Hashem’s Mediterranean 
dinners at which to orient our new members over the 
past several years and now our newest members are 
being treated to High Tea at the home of Elsa-Karen 
Braden.  Amazing!  
 We have another fantastic speaker, this time 
about STEM, at our January 9 branch meeting.  
Remember, please, to bring your checkbooks – the 
increased goal this year is to send nine girls to Tech 
Trek Camp. Thanks to the generosity of the Rossmoor 
Women’s Club, which donated funds in November for 
two camperships, we need to raise funds for just seven 
more girls. We can do this!   
 More Tech Trek: attend the January 10 LACIC (Los Angeles County Interbranch Council) 
meeting to hear from Nicole Simmons, the new Whittier Tech Trek Camp Director (contact me for 
carpool details).  More STEM: Darlene Daclan is still in need of volunteers for our branch’s 13th 
Annual STEM Career Conference on February 26.   
 The Great Decisions discussion groups commence in February - a wonderful opportunity to 
become well informed about issues around the world that affect the U.S.  And the Scholarship 
Committee will soon be posting opportunities for our local LBCC and CSULB students. 
 The Public Policy Interest Group is planning the showing of Jennifer H. Lee’s entertaining 
film Feminism: Stories from Women’s Liberation at the Long Beach Art Theater on Wednesday 
evening, March 23 with Ms. Lee participating.  Please put the date on your calendar – details to 
follow.  I’ll leave you with Gloria Steinem’s words of encouragement, found by Mary Lamo, in the 
Watermark Conference for Women newsletter: 
 “It can be frightening to do what you care about because it matters so much to you. So you 
have to trick yourself into starting…. When doing something that seems risky, I find it helpful to 
remember that not doing it will be worse. You’ll always wonder what would have happened if you 
had tried. It will haunt you. So even though you are afraid, it is better to proceed and fail than to not 
try at all…. In the end, success in life is contributing through your individual work to something that 
really matters to you and other people.”   
 Thank you for continuing to stretch yourself as we engage together to make a difference in 
the lives of women and girls in 2016.  May your holidays ahead be full of joy, laughter and peace. 

INTERNATIONAL CUISINE                                   SAVE THE DATE 

We will be enjoying Italian food and where better than  
Café La Strada,  

4716 E. 2nd Street (near Park) 

February 17 at 6:30 p.m.There will be opportunities to sign up at both 
January and February branch meetings.   

Contact Fay Denny, (714) 894-0416, faydenny@yahoo.com,  
Joan Gustafson, (562) 439-3130, jwg221@aol.com.      
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We're happy to announce that five new members have joined our AAUW branch.  Please look for them at 

meetings, welcome them to AAUW and to our AAUW branch and invite them to participate in our programs 

and interest groups.  Here is a little information about them: 

Beverly Krivokapich: She graduated from New Mexico State University in 1970, with her B.Sc. degree in 
Elementary Education. She is currently retired. She was a member of our branch in 1980. 

Cathy Rokicki: She graduated from UCLA in 1977 with her B.Sc. in Psychology, and from CSULB in 1993 
with her MA in Educational Psychology/Counseling. Before retirement, she worked as a school psychologist. 

She was a member of our branch in 1980s. 

Zhena McCullom: She graduated from CSU Northridge in 2013 with her Master's degree in Public Admin-
istration. She works as a program coordinator at LA County. 

Annabel Adams: She graduated from UC Irvine in 2006 with her B.A. degree in English, and from CSULB 
in 2011 with her M.A. degree in English. She works as Associate Director of Strategic Communications, 

School of Humanities in UC Irvine. 

Lyndsey Christoffersen: She graduated with her BA in Communication Studies in 2005 from CSULB, and  
her Master's in Public Administration in 2007 from CSULB. She earned her PhD in Public Policy from UC 
Irvine in 2013. She co-founded the Long Beach Human Trafficking Task Force, and currently is the core-
team member and chair of labor subcommittee. 

Membership Matters M. Alex Bellenger & Mina Naghavi 

Membership Co‐Vice‐Presidents 

The Bylaws Committee has been working diligently to ensure the State mandated amendments 
are completed by the May deadline. The revised Bylaws shall be put forth to the board at the Janu-
ary meeting and, upon approval, sent to State for further approval. Once State has approved the 
Bylaws, the board shall call for a branch vote. 
 
The cause for a branch vote is due to the restructuring of the overall bylaws. Therefore, I believe it 
is warranted that a justification be outlined for this restructuring. Since the update to the current 
bylaws a few years ago, there have been additional changes that must be made to abide by State, 
National, and corporate law. While these inconsistencies are few (and largely a product of the 
greater AAUW organization evolving its operations and structures over time), the model bylaws 
provided by State have given our committee the tool needed to make these updates and the lan-
guage within the bylaws more succinct.  
 
To be clear - The content is being rephrased; the overall function and operations of our branch are 
not being changed. Any content that is being removed from the bylaws is being inserted into poli-
cies and procedures. 
 
To clarify and define - Bylaws are the general guidelines that devise the structure/framework of an 
organization; they determine the authority of and within the organization and defines its parts (i.e. 
officers). Policy is the identification of an issue and/or day-to-day operation that requires further 
definition (i.e. which officer can spend an amount of money for what).  
Procedure is the action plan - the 'how' - or way in which the identified issue and/or day-to-day op-
eration is managed and accomplished (i.e. how that money is saved and spent). Together, policies 
and procedures are the detailed course of action within the framework provided by the bylaws. 

AAUW‐LB Bylaws Leah Sakacs 

Parlimentarian 
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Mina Naghavi and I a ended the mee ng on December 3rd, which consisted of an interven on training.  We learned that 

if you suspect human trafficking to call 911 with as much informa on as possible (i.e., informa on on the suspect, vic m, 

current loca on, and whether or not the vic m is safe right now). There are also other resources to contact if there is 

hesitancy to involve the police. The Coali on to Abolish Slavery and Trafficking (CAST) serves adults and minors involved 

in trafficking. Casa Youth provides emergency services to minors. The na onal human trafficking hotline has resources or 

ps. Here are the contact numbers for the above‐men oned resources: 

  Long Beach Police Department’s non‐emergency number: (562) 435‐671I 

  Coali on to Abolish Slavery and Trafficking (CAST) 24‐hour hotline: (888) 539‐2373 

  Casa Youth: (800)914‐2272 

  Na onal hotline: (888)373‐7888 

When speaking to poten al vic ms of human trafficking, mirror the language they use rather than being too formal or 

informal. Addi onally, it’s recommended to abstain from using the words “trafficker,” “trafficking,” or “vic m,”  Vic ms 

of human trafficking may not self‐iden fy with those terms and may stop coopera ng. 

Mee ng Details: The Task Force meets every 1st Thursday of the month from 11:30am to 1:00pm. All mee ngs are held in 

the basement of the Lutheran church at 905 Atlan c Ave, Long Beach, CA. The next mee ng is January 7th, 2016. 

The Youth Exploita on and Safety Symposium (YESS) will take place February 20th on the LBCC Liberal Arts Campus from 

10:00am to 3:00pm. If anyone is interested in volunteering, please contact Alex Bellenger or Mina Naghavi. 

Long Beach Human Trafficking Task Force 

                  Tech Trek Time in January 

The annual fundraiser for the 2016 Tech Trek at UC Irvine will be 
on the agenda at the January Branch Meeting. 
 
Please bring your generous spirits and your checkbooks to that 
meeting!  If you would like to make out your check before coming 
to the meeting, please make it out to AAUW as all donations for 
Tech Trek are sent to National now. 

 
For those of you who are new to AAUW, Tech Trek is a week-long camp held on a uni-
versity campus for girls entering 8th grade the following fall. The girls get a feel for college 
life, staying in the dorms and going to classes that focus on math and science.  
Our branch selects girls from LBUSD schools who have shown an interest and ability in 
these subjects but may not have opportunities to explore them outside of the school set-
ting. Due to your past generosity and the gift from the Rossmoor Women’s Club, the Tech 
Trek Committee felt confident that we could raise enough to send 8 girls to the 2016 Tech 
Trek camp. In the past we have reserved only 6 spaces, although we were able to send 7 
girls last year when a space opened up and we had the funds to accept the opportunity.  
 
At a cost of $900 per campership, we will need $7200 to send the 8 girls to camp.   
However, we already have almost $6000 on deposit with Tech Trek for camperships. 
Your donation is tax deductible.  AAUW National will be sending acknowledgements for 
any donation of $10 or more.  Receipts will no longer be provided at the branch meeting. 
Thank you for your continued generosity for this project. 



6                           Branch Business and Board Briefs Darlene Declan 
Administrative  Assistant 

The AAUW Fund J. Cacilia Kim & Raquel Sanchez 
Co-AAUW Fund VPs 

Regular Board business was conducted at the November Executive Committee meeting.  
The following motion was approved: 

Leah Sakacs moved that Article VI. Section 3 be amended so that ‘publicity chair’ reads as ‘communications 

director’. This change is already reflected in this branch’s Policies & Procedures. The change would read as 

follows: “The appointed officers shall be an administrative assistant, communications director, financial 

secretary, membership treasurer, parliamentarian, public policy chair, education representative, internation-

al relations representative, and meetings coordinator. The incoming president shall appoint each of these 

officers with the approval of the Executive Committee. The president may elect to not fill any or all of the 

appointed officer positions.”   

Thank you everyone who has generously contributed to the AAUW Fund in the last few 
months.  The branch has raised $4930 to date.  Adding the Author’s Luncheon contributions of 
$3400, that brings our total to $8330. There is still time to make a donation to AAUW Fund. Your 
gift helps sustain AAUW’s programs and activities advancing the equality of all women.  

Public Policy Flo Pickett & Shelley Arnold 
Co-Chairs, Public Policy 

HAPPY NEW YEAR  from Public Policy.  This year in addition to our work on Title IX, we are planning a 

showing of the documentary, Feminism: Stories of Women’s Liberation. Planned date is March 23, 
2016 at the Art Theatre-LB.    (http://www.feministstories.com/about-jennifer-lee/)  
 There was a women’s movement in the 1960s: What changed? What lasted?  Where are we 
now? Are we ready for another surge?  It’s difficult to know where we’re going if we don’t know where 
we’ve been or if we haven’t heard and understood each other’s stories. 
 A good source of stories is PBS which continues to share the many stories of America – of wom-
en, of immigrants, of movements. The stories of the Jews, of the Irish, the Italians, the Germans, Mexi-
cans, Japanese, are all so interesting –our stories. They are told by people whose lives were affected 
because their grandparents/ancestors came to America. America’s public policy is built on stories and 
people’s understanding of them. We change policies based on what we know. Let’s continue to educate 
ourselves about our mutual history and about one another. We move forward together.  AAUW and other 
educated groups lead the way. Contribute. 

 Join us.  Public Policy meets the third Thursday 5:30-7:00 pm at Shelley Arnold’s home to  
discuss issues and take action.  See you there. 

Congratulations to the Long Beach branch for being honored as one of the top 50 branches in 

the United States for donations to AAUW.  Your commitment to AAUW’s mission of ad-

vancing equity for women and girls is evidenced by not only your generous monetary dona-

tions but also by your generous donations of time and energy to branch projects such as the 

STEM Career Conference. Special thanks to Fay Denny and her committee for another suc-

cessful Luncheon Most Deadly, and to Cacilia Kim and Raquel Sanchez for their fundraising 

efforts on behalf of the AAUW Fund.      

Sharon Westafer, Director, Chair, AAUW CA Fund committee 



7  BRANCH INTEREST GROUPS  
Joining an interest group (or many) is a great way to get to know other members on a more personal level.  Make friends 
while participating in fun, informative and educational activities.  To start a new  interest group, submit a description to  
the President and it will be passed to Ellen Mathis, Interest Group Coordinator for help with implementation. 

Antiques and Collectibles, has gone dormant.  If interested in starting up a group again, a list of interested members exists.   
Contact:  Judith Kaho at 562-429-2790 or Ellen Mathis at 562-433-6509  
 

Book Chat Plus Group members present the most interesting book they have recently read, film they have seen or the most  
exciting travel experience they have had. If time allows, all three!  Light refreshments are served along with the intriguing 

conversation. We meet the 1st Tuesday at 10 a.m    Contact Betty Thompson,  562 - 430 - 8438  or  bettythom@aol.com 

 
Bridge Group plays at the Petroleum Club in Long Beach on the second Friday from 9:30 - noon. To inquire about a seat  

at the group meeting, contact Cathy Cunningham at 562-424-3166;   catherine_j_cunningham@yahoo.com. 

 

Cultural Adventures Group plans trips to museums and other points of interest.  It is usually a mid-week tour & lunch scheduled 
several times a year.  Join a group that enjoys checking out museums and cultural interests.   

Contact JoAnn Kuroda at 562-429-6923 or email at sojoinlb@aol.com.  Ideas welcome. 

Great Books Group reads from an anthology published by the Great Books Foundation.  It includes philosophy, poetry and fictional 
writing of prize winning and world renowned authors.  Contact Linda Patten  at 562-402-6831 
 
 

Great Decisions Group meets weekly to discuss, share opinions and ideas on a critical global issue.  
To all Great Decisions Group members: Great Decisions books will be available at the February meeting. If you are unable to 
attend, you may pick them up from your Group leader. If you have not signed up for a Discussion group but plan to participate, 
you may also contact a group coordinator-they are: Norma Grady-Tuesday mornings; Flo Pickett-Wednesday evenings; Deloris 
Mayuga-Friday afternoons. Contact: Julie Taboada at 562-856-0709 or jutaboada@verizon.net 

International Cuisine Group meets and dines at restaurants of different ethnicity in the local area.  It is usually scheduled every few 
months on a Wednesday within an easy drive of LB. Car pooling is an option  Come join a group who enjoys unique flavors of 

the world.  Contact Joan Gustafson at 562-439-3130    or Fay Denny  faydenny@yahoo.com 

 
Literary Ladies Group meets to discuss and compare thoughts on a selected book, fiction or non-fiction.  Each member takes a turn recom-

mending and leading the group.  The group comes together to hear thoughts and insights from others in the group.  They meet the 2nd 

Monday of the month at 12:30 p.m.  There is a maximum of 12, and a waiting list.  Contact Sharon Westafer,  
562-493-4749 if interested.  The book for January is Go Set a Watchman by Harper Lee 
 

Public Policy meetings, explore, discuss and support the active legislative issues of AAUW, which underscore our mission of promoting 
equity and education for all women and girls.  The group passes on knowledge and information to all branch members and encour-
age them to become involved with AAUW issues.  

For the next meeting  - Contact Shelley Arnold   shelleyarnold1@aol.com     

 Residential Rentals Discussion Group meets the 3rd Wednesday of odd months year round from 10:00-11:30 am.   

Our next meetings are in 2016: Jan 20th, Mar 16th and May 18th.  Anyone with an interest in residential rental is welcome.  We cover 

current landlord/tenant topics, share experiences and work to keep current in the housing industry all in an informal setting.  Ellen 

Mathis and Joan Gustafson Co-Chair and invite you to check the group out. 

NEW!   Book Group AND Bridge Group forming.  We (Linda Patten and Ellen Mathis) have a list of several names.   If you 
would like to ‘Kick Off’  a new  Group for either area, contact Ellen Mathis, 562-433-6509 or epmathis@verizon.net for help 
setting up an “interested people meeting” to discuss details (what, where, time, etc.). 

Any new ideas?   Submit a plan to the President or to Ellen Mathis.  
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AAUW Long Beach Branch 
In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. 

There shall be no barriers to full participation in the organization, on the basis 

of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin or disability 

                
             Periodicals 

             U.S. Postage 
             PAID 

             Long Beach 
             USPS 361-850 

IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT:  AAUW Vantage (USPS 361-850) is published monthly except in July and August by the Long 
Beach Branch of the American Association of University Women (AAUW), P O Box 15023, Long Beach, CA  90815.  Periodical  
postage paid at Long Beach, CA.  Postmaster: send address changes for AAUW Vantage to P O Box 15023, Long Beach, CA 90815. 

AAUW BRANCH EVENT 
Saturday, January  9, 2016 

  9:00 to 10:00      Social Time 
10:00 to 12:00      Program 
11:00 to 12:00      Business Meeting 
 
Place:  Old Ranch Country Club 
             3901 Lampson Avenue 
 Seal Beach, CA 90740 
             
Meal:   Breakfast Fruit and Breads 
 Coffee, Tea, Juice 

Price:  $23.00  

Questions about the location?     
Lindsay San Miguel  
lsanmig1@hotmail.com  
 

or Pam Rayburn at 
pam.rayburn@csulb.edu 

RESERVATION   RETURN    FORM 

Send this registration and check payable to AAUW L B  
to Judith Kaho, 2790 Vuelta Grande, LB, CA  90815          
562-429-2790  

Member Name (s)  
 ____________________________________________ 

Phone  ____________________________________________ 

Guest / Note ___________________________________________ 
 

Amount Enclosed ______________________________________ 
 

________________      reservation for the meeting and program only  
(NO MEAL) 

 

RSVP by December 30th  
A meal reservation is a financial commitment and  
refunds shall not be made. 
 
Dress code for the Old Ranch Country Club:  
no jeans, denim, or strapless tops.   


