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WriteGirl: Mentoring the Muse within At-Risk Teenage Girls

"There is nothing more hopeful than listening to the powerful words of a young woman”

(Quote from a WriteGirl mentor).

Founded in 2001, WriteGirl is a nonprofit, Los Angeles-based mentoring program

that works with at-risk teenage girls to promote creativity, self -expression and personal

empowerment through creative writing. In weekly writing sessions, structured
classroom workshops and mentoring relationships with professional women writers, WriteGirls receive
techniques, insights and guidance to create great writing across all genres. Through the WriteGirl program, teen
girls from 60 high-density public schools in the greater Los Angeles area create stories and poems that speak freely
and share openly on topics from the mundane to the intensely personal--touching on both individual and universal
themes. 100% of the high school seniors involved in WriteGirl have gone to college after graduation, many of them
the first in their families to do so, and many on full or partial scholarships.

Our speaker, Keren Taylor, is the founder and Executive Director of WriteGirl. A songwriter, poet and freelance
writer, she is a frequent speaker at community conferences and book festivals. Ms. Taylor is the recipient of
numerous awards, including the President's Volunteer Call to Service Award, the Business and Professional
Women's Community Woman of Achievement Award, Soroptomist International's Woman of Distinction Award,
and commendations from the City of Los Angeles and the Mayor's Office. Ms. Taylor has a Bachelor's Degree in
International Relations from the University of British Columbia, a Piano Performance Degree from the Royal
Conservatory of Music in Toronto, and a Diploma from the American Music and Dramatic Academy, New York
City. The WriteGirl Program and WriteGirl publications have won numerous awards, and in 2009, the WriteGirl
program was selected by AAUW to receive a two year Education Foundation Community Action Grant to support
the program's continuing work to mentor and inspire young women to succeed and achieve through education and

personal empowerment.



AAUW's Mission Statement: AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, and research.

AAUW's Value Promise: By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks through educational and economic
barriers so that all women have a fair chance.

Branch News

At the National Convention in St. Louis in June, MARK YOUR CALENDARS

California was again the top contributor nationwide to Planned Monthly Branch Meetings
EOUT w? B %2 v B%ank you California!

Your commitment to support AAUW Funds reaffirms our
Value Promise. We belong to a community that breaks
through educational and economic barriers so that all
women have a fair chance.

Speaker: Keren Taylor of WriteGirl
Mentor Program @ Siam Palace, Los Alamitos
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1/9/10 Bernice Bratter & Helen Dunn

La Palma-Cerritos American Associationm Project Renewment @ The Grand, Long Beach
Of University Women

Requests the Pleasure of Your Company PLEASE JOIN US
At a Fashion Show and Luncheon Prospective New Members
El Dorado Golf Course Restaurant and Event Center Welcome at Every Meeting
2400 Studebaker Road, Long Beach, CA
Silent Auction Begins at 11:30 a.m.
Luncheon and Fashion Show 12:00- 2:30 p.m.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE & BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS

Executive Committee: meetings (elected officers)areT 1 OEWE U wUT 1 wi 001 woi w) UEDUT w* ET
PM. Elected board members are expected to attend each board meeting| Please contact Pat Ferrer, 562 -597- 4781,
panderoh@aol.com or Frances Rozner, 562 -438-0202, frozner3@verizon.net or frozner@scco.edu , if you are unable to
attend.

Dates: 11/16; 12/14%; 2/15; 4/19 *Second Monday

The Full Board meetings are held at the lacoboni Library on Clark Ave, Lakewood, across the street from the Home
Depot. The meeting will begin promptly at 6:00 PM. Meet and greet and refreshments will start at 5:30 PM. All
elected board members and appointed officers are expected to attend: appointed Chairs are invited. Please notify one
of the co-Presidents (see above) if you cannot attend a meeting.

Dates: 1/18 (TBD ¢ Library closed due to Holiday), 3/15, 5/17 (Joint meeting with outgoing and incoming boards)

Any Branch member is welcome to attend any Board meeting. Please let one of the co-Presidents know if you plan
to attend and are NOT a member of the board.

AAUW-LONG BEACH WEBSITE: http://www.aauw-longbeach.org
AAWU eMail Address: AAUWLongBeach@gmail.com
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CO-PRESIDENTSOMESSAGE

Patricia Ferrer & Frances Rozner

As Thanksgiving rapidly approaches, we reflect on that for which we are grateful. As branch leaders, we are grateful for
our GREAT membership. Thank you! With hard-working members| whether serving in leadership roles or not - we are
able to offer interesting and exciting programs, beneficial services to our community, and generous contributions to the

Legal Advocacy and Educational Foundation Funds.

However, to keep the branch GREAT| we need to keep some things in mind.

G0 Greeting: GREAT branch members greet all members to make them feel valued and involved in the branch.
R - Respect: A GREAT branch respects tradition but grows and changes with the times.
E - Engagement: GREAT leaders need to engage members in planning and decision-making to keep them involved

and bringing forth new ideas. As co-Presidents, we want to keep involving members in planning
branch events and making critical deci sions
A - Availability: GREAT leaders are available to strengthen and promote AAUW and its mission. We are both
available by either phone or email.
T - Thanks: GREAT leaders thank their members for all their hard work.

Have a GREAT Thanksgiving| and thank you for keeping our branch GREAT!
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VEducational Foundation News

By Dianne Bradfield & Betty Shaw ¢ co-Educational Foundation 5 / z U

At our next branch meeting, we will have the opportunity to hear Keren Taylor speak about the WriteGirl program.
WriteGirl is the recipient of a Community Action Grant for 2009-2010. Contributions to AAUW Funds (formerly known
as the Educational Foundation) will be collected at this branch meeting, as well. Even though AAUW's philanthropic
purpose, goals, processes, and activities will remain the same, the only thing that will change is the terminology used to
refer to the designation for giving. Your donation to the AAUW Funds allows you to designate your support to the

programs you care about most. The fund numbers are as follows:

Eleanor Roosevelt Fund #9170

Mooneen Leece Giving Circle Fund #4229

Leticia Corum Memorial Fund #4329

Unrestricted Fund #4336 (these monies will be used where needed most)
California Unfinished Endowments (see Dianne or Betty for fund #'s)

Thank you, in advance, for your generosity to the AAUW Funds!
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Membership Report AAUW

By: Fay Denny and Judith Kaho, co-Me mber shi p VPO&s

Welcome to the following new members:
Helen Vigil, Carol Levine, Dori Richardson, Nancy Darling, and Lois Ledger.
We continue to receive requests for information about the LB Branch via e-mail and telephone. Several women
mentioned the website. Please bring a friend to the November branch meeting. Thank you for your continuing

recruitment efforts.

Cultural Cuisine Night

By Darlene Daclan

Our next Cultural Cuisine Night will be the tastes of Filipino culinary fare. Join us at Salo-Salo Grill and Restaurant at
18300 Gridley Road in Artesia on Tuesday, November 17, 2009. We would like to have everyone seated at 6:30 pm. Please
RSVP to Darlene Daclan on or before Friday, November 13, 2009.Darlene can be contacted by email at
darlene daclan@yahoo.com or by calling 562/673-6909. For a sneak peek of the menu, the restaurant website is

http://salo-salogrill.com/.

= AAUW Advocacy

Flo Pickett and Betty Ann Rauch, co Public Policy VPs

AAUW members are weighing in on the debate over health care reform. The most recent, and contentious, debates
currently focus on coverage for reproductive health and preventive care services. Certain proposals under consideration
would not only restrict the use of federal dollars to pay for abortion-which is the current law-it would go one step further
by restricting these Americans from using subsidies on any health plans that cover abortion services.

This type of restriction would force private insurance companies to choose between eliminating abortion coverage for all
insured members and being eligible to serve patients by receiving federal subsidies. As a result, many women who have
this coverage now could lose it. Under certain proposals in the House and Senate, women who could afford it would
have to pay extra for a "rider" policy to cover such services. Poor women should not be subjected to lower levels of
reproductive and preventive care services simply because they cannot afford it. Reproductive and preventive health
services are a basic element of women's overall health care, and coverage of such services should be required. Health care
reform should provide access to quality and affordable health care for all Americans-in a way that is equitable to all
women. Take Action! To urge your members of Congress to support legislation that provides Americans with access to
quality, affordable health care that is equitable to women, just click on the "Take Action"link at AAUW.org. It takes 2

minutes.
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AAUW Long Beach Branch ¢+ Executive Board Brief
September 21, 2009

The Executive Board of Directors met on September 21, 2009 at 6 pm at the home of Judith Kaho. Sharon Westafer made
the following motions:

(1) Motion: By direction of the Building Fund Committee it was moved thE UWEUEOET wWwUEUEXEOOO
books, membership cards, and any other historical materials from the branch inception to 2002, and
subsequent years as desired, be donated to the Historical Society of Long Beach for safe keeping and research.
Members of AAUW Long Beach will have access to these records during open hours of the Historical Society
for AAUW purposes. Motion passed.

(2) Motion: By direction of the Building Fund Committee it was moved that Long Beach Branch rent a storage
facility for storage of the most current seven years of branch records and materials. Motion passed.

(3) Motion: By direction of the Building Fund Committee, it was moved that Branch rent a post office box for

branch mail. Motion passed.

STEM CONFERENCE NEWS

By Sharon Westafer

The STEM (Science, Technology, Math and Engineering) Conference committee is hard at work planning the conference
for Friday, February 26 at Long Beach City College, Pacific Coast Highway campus. Registration will begin at 4:00 p.m.
and the Conference will end at 7 p.m. The goal is to register 150 girls who will attend two workshops presented by
women professionals in STEM fields.

Due to changes at the WRAP after-UET OOOwx UOT UEOUz wi 1 EEQGUEUUI UUOWDPOEDYDE
contacted about their interest in participating. Middle school girls from the YMCA, Long Beach Conservation Corps,
L.C.E.S. (International Center for Education and Sports) and Butler Middle School will be attending, and these entities
will provide transportation for the girls.

Our project has been approved to participate in the AAUW California Special Projects Fund, a 501(c) 3 entity, so any
0001l awEOOEUI EWEEOWET whUPUUI Owli |l wEVWEWUERWET EVEUPOOS ww
strong interest in helping fund the conference and paperwork has been sent to them in hopes of securing a sponsorship.

If you would like to be a part of this exciting, rewarding conference, contact Marisela Moreno, Frances Rozner or Sharon

Westafer. There will be signup sheets at future branch meetings.



Courtesy

By Mary Orr

Tempus fugits - where did the summer go! Hope all had a happy healthy season and are ready for AAUW 2009-2010
al EUww, EUOwWwaOUUWEEOI OEEUUWEOEwWx OEOwU O wE U bh Sathrday, Nowembér@7) E O w
8:30-2 pm, at the Bethany Lutheran Church, 4644 Clark Avenue (corner of Arbor and Clark) Long Beach, and join some of
us for a light lunch at noon. Belated News: Congratulations were sent to Barney and Evelyn Flam on the birth of their
first Flam grandchild, a baby boy born June 9%. Grandma has pictures! Jere Millington had successful knee surgery in
August. A get well card was sent. She is an amazing woman. At our September meeting, she appeared to be fully
recovered. Sadly, we report that Liz Jackson, a long time member and friend, passed away on June 13* and several of the
Gourmet Group attended a memorial luncheon hosted by one of her sons. A condolence card had been sent on our
behalf. In addition, we sadly report that Rosalie Winston, a gracious and former member, passed on June 9t after a 3 year
illness. A condolence card was sent to her daughter, Randy Hillier, in San Pedro. Birthday greetings to all July, August,

September and October honorees.

AAUW BRANCH MEETING RESERVATION RETURN

Saturday, Novever 7, 2009
Send your registration dmetle payable to AAUW Long B

Social: _ 9:30ar1.0:00an Branch. Please ntailean Friedrichs, 2912 Walker Lee D
Business Meeting 10:00ari 11:00am Alamitos, C80720, and 56889218

Program 11:00ari 12:00pm

Lunch 12:00prih 1:00pm Deadline for Reservatio@gtober 3009
Place: Siam Palace Member(s)

10900 Los Alamitos Blvd., Los Alamitos, 9072
(562) 434198

Menu: (Select a Choice)

Pad Tai Chicken Phone (Day Evening
Beef &roccoli
Vegetarian Guest(s)

Appropriate Side Dish, BeveragesSpedalCustard fo

Dessert
] Address(s)
Price:$18.0(Qper person
RSVP byctober 302009
Questionsiean Aldrich (5622)1~§§88 or Linda Johnson (562) 4 No.of Reservations __Amount Enclosed
Those makingdmnereservation have made a financial comm | would like to make ___ reservation(s) fioeetiveg and|

and refunds shall not be made. program only.

IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT: AAUW Vantage (USPS 361-850) is published monthly except in July and September by the Long Beach
Branch of the American Association of University Women (AAUW), 525 E. 7™ Street #117, Long Beach 90813. Periodical postage paid at
Long Beach, CA. Postmaster send address changes for AAUW Vantage to 525 E. 7™ Street, #117, Long Beach, CA 90813.
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INTEREST GROUPS %

Public Policy: Please contact Betty Ann Rauch 562-431-6679 for information.

Book Chat: Call Jean for information, everyone is welcome.

Literary Ladies: , 1T O00w0T 1T wUl EOOEwW, OOEEa wOI uJUI I wOOOUT wEOw) 1 EO
Antiques and Collectibles: 3T T wli UOUx wx OEOUwWUOOWEOUT OEwlT T w OOUEOwW" T POEUI
Church. Barbara Gleason (562-421-2206) will call everyone to confirm the hours. Last year they were from 8:30am-2pm. Plan to have
lunch together!

Residential Renters Discussion Group: Residential Renters Discussion Group: We welcome anyone with an interest in

residential rentals to our meetings. The next meeting will be October 21, 10:00 a.m. at 221 Bennett Avenue, Long Beach. Reservations
are not required but an email/call to Joan at jwg221@aol.com or Ellen Mathis at epmathis@verizon.net will ensure there is a chair
at the table for you

Bridge Groups: Please call first to verify, day, time, and place: =~ Groups play at the Petroleum Club in Long Beach. To inquire
about a seat at the game on the first and third Wednesday please call Emily Elgin and for the availability for a seat on the second
Friday kindly contact Cathy Cunningham at (562) 424-3166.

Community Connections: This group concentrates on collecting and packaging personal care packets for the students at the
Mary Bethune Center, an LBUSD school for homeless students.
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In principle and practice, AAUW values

in addition, seeks a diverse membership. There
shall be no barriers to full participation in

this organization on the basis of gender,

race, creed, age, sexual orientation,

|1r, national origin or disability.
H IIX
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